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above the surrounding territory, and by erecting
strong doorless houses thereon, and rendering these
inaccessible when desired by withdrawing the ladders
which gave access to the openings in the roofs, the
Pueblo Indians vastly improved upon the homes of
their cliff-dwelling predecessors' tactics. The posi-
tion of the pueblo enabled its inhabitants to have a
clear view in all directions for many miles; hence they
could not easily be surprised by an enemy. In order
to reach the village their foes would be forced to scale
the sides of the butte or mesa, and could readily be
held in check. And there was no chance of being as-
saulted from ^bove, as in the case of cliff-dwellings.
No fortress is absolutely impregnable, however,
and the Pueblos were frequently raided and at times
lost heavily in repelling attacks. That they were
comparatively immune, however, from successful
raids is proved by the fact that they continued to
live, prosper and increase in the heart of a district
peopled by such hereditary and savage enemies as
ihe Apaches and JNTavajos.
But their very security prevented them from pro-
gressing further and attaining a true civilization,
They were much the same in life and habits in the
days of Coronado as they are to-day, aside from out-
.side influences, and in all probability they had
changed little if any during many centuries previous
to the coming of the Spaniards. They had attained
a certain degree of culture best suited to their require-
ments, they had reached a certain rung of the ladder
leading to civilization, and there they remained.
Unquestionably many other ancient American
.races developed the nuclei of their cultures and their